
MOTION
FORWARD
History reflects the Postal Service’s 
role as a transformative leader in 
American transportation.

!"#$ Postmaster General Arthur 
Summerfield was a high-profile 
advocate for mail delivery by  
guided missile.
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Binding the nation
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From its inception 
as the Post Office 
Department,  
USPS has shaped 
the evolution  
of transportation.

%&'()$ As an early and 
significant patron of America’s 
railroad operators, the Post 
Office Department helped 
create the world’s largest  
rail network.

!"#$ A rural carrier stands next to his 
wagon circa 1901.
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The next big thing?
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Innovations in 
transportation 
have made mail 
delivery faster and 
more reliable.

!"#$ Commercial air carriers depended upon 
mail contracts for their survival until the 
1930s, when aircraft like the iconic Douglas 
DC-3 gave airlines the ability to generate 
sufficient revenue from paying passengers.

*+,-"$ New York City Postmaster Thomas 
Patten hands a bag of letters to Lt. Torrey 
Webb for one of the first regularly scheduled 
airmail flights in the United States in 1918.
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